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Dole to St. Léger Sur Dheune 
 
Cruise route: Dole to St Leger 
 
Region:  Burgundy 
 
Barges: Hirondelle 
 
Arrival mooring: Dole 
Nearest train station:  Dole   Nearest Airport: Dole Tavaux (Internal scheduled & 
Private Jet)  
 
Departure mooring: St Leger Sur Dheune 
Nearest train station: Le Creusot TGV    Nearest Airport: Chalon-Champfourgeuil 
(Private Jet)  
 
Highlights 
Visit to the famous Hotel-Dieu in Central historic Beaune for a fascinating insight into 
the life and times of Chancellor Nicolas Rolin and spanning 500 years of Burgundian 
history.  With its gothic facade, varnished roof tiles and flamboyant colours, it makes up 
part of the patrimoin of the Hospices de Beaune, a charitable institute created in 1443 by 
Nicolas Rolin and his wife Guigone de Salins.  A recent exhaustive inventory includes 
2,500 pieces of furniture and some 2,500 objects (tapestries, paintings, sculptures etc.), 
a fascinating and informative tour. 
 
Dijon market day: After an historical tour with your guide, what better way to enjoy a 
town and region than by visiting the local market?  A chance to savour the colours, 
flavours and aromas of local produce and some free shopping time in the capital of 
Burgundy.  
 
Visit Clos de Vougeot – perfect for History, architecture and wine lovers, originally a 
wine farm built in the 12th century by the monks from nearby Abbey of Citeaux. In the 
16th century a splendid Renaissance style chateau was added to the existing buildings – a 
tribute to the incredible winegrowing prowess of the Cisetercian Monks centuries ago. 
Many famous guests have been wined and dined at the several banquets held each year 
guests.  
 
Chateau de Rully: Nestled in the Dheune Valley, the Chateau of Rully is an exceptional 
example of family heritage dating back to the 12th century. Today Count Raoul D’aviau de 
Ternay proudly recounts his family’s story and a chance to taste some of the estates 
delicious wines.  
 
Chateau de Chamirey: Built in the early 18th century the Chateau of Chamirey in 
Mercurey owned by the Devillard family, oversees 95 acres of vines including some of the 
finest Premiers Crus of the appellation. The Devillard family have recently transformed 
existing buildings to create an exceptional ‘Vine to Wine’ experience and tasting. 
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Day One:  Dole 
Board the barge at the pretty port in Dole's town center for your cruise through 
Burgundy.  A champagne reception welcomes you on board and gives you a chance to 
meet the crew. This evening, experience your first sumptuous dinner on board. 
 
Day Two:  Visit Clos de Vougeot. Cruise to Auxonne 
This morning we cruise to Auxonne. Enjoy lunch on board whilst the barge winds along 
the Rhone Rhine Canal to meet the Saone River, there are plenty of opportunities to walk 
or cycle. Leave the barge after lunch to drive down the famous route des Grands crus, 
passing through the celebrated villages of the Cote d’Or. A stop in Vougeot allows us to 
visit the celebrated Clos de Vougeot vineyard and Chateau where the Cistercian monks 
first started making wine in the 12th century. The medieval chateau still contains the 
ancient presses and is now the headquarters of the renowned Burgundian wine society, 
the Confrerie de Chevaliers de Tastevin. A private winetasting at a reputed local producer 
follows the visit. Dinner this evening is on your barge. 
 
Day Three:  Visit Dijon. Cruise to Seurre.   
After breakfast, enjoy a walking tour of historic Dijon including a visit to the market, the 
famous Maille mustard shop and the Ducal Palace, seat of the great medieval dukes of 
Burgundy.  There will be some free time for shopping and to enjoy lunch at the historic 
pavement café, La Part des Anges. Return to the boat for lunch and an afternoon cruise 
along the majestic Soane River to Verdun sur le Doubs. Dinner this evening is on your 
barge. 
 
Day Four:  Cruise to Fragnes. Visit Chateau de Rully 
Our barge cruises the last little stretch on the Saone River, entering the Canal du Centre 
through the impressive Crissey lock before mooring for the night in Fragnes. After lunch, 
your guide will take you to the pretty village of Rully to the 12th Century medieval 
fortress which has remained in the same family by marriage since its origin. The owner 
will guide you through his home sharing the intriguing history of his ancestors. Your visit 
is completed by a wonderful tasting of the wines produced by the de Ternay family in the 
15th Century kitchen. This evening you will dine out at a charming local restaurant. 
 
Day Five:  Cruise to Chagny. Visit Beaune 
Relax this morning as the barge continues the beautiful cruise along the canal, you may 
disembark the barge at a lock, bicycle alongside or walk and keep up with the pace of the 
barge. After lunch on board we take a short ride to visit the historic city of Beaune, the 
wine capital of Burgundy. Here we enjoy a private tour of the magnificent 15th century 
Hotel Dieu, a splendidly decorated charity hospital which represents both the history of 
Burgundy and the story of its wine! There will be time to enjoy the charming town and its 
shops before returning to the barge and a delicious dinner on board. 
 
Day Six:  Cruise to St. Léger. Visit Château de Chamirey, Mercurey 
A leisurely cruise takes us to St Léger, another quaint village along the Canal du Centre 
which is our final destination. After lunch visit Chateau de Chamirey, a family run wine 
estate in Mercurey. Enjoy a tour of the vineyards themselves before gathering for a visit 
of the property, the wine cellar and a tasting of the fine range of wines. Meanwhile the 
chef is busy preparing your Farewell gala dinner on board. 
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Day Seven:  St. Léger Sur Dheune 
After breakfast the crew bids you farewell before you disembark the barge for your 
onward travel arrangements. 
 
Please note route may be subject to change without prior warning as a result of 
unforeseen circumstances. 
 


